
How our Columbarium Began  

Initially, the idea of having a columbarium on 

the Woodland campus was suggest by Wood-

land member, Dr. Don Anderson. 

 

What is a Columbarium?  

The word ñcolumbariumò is derived from 

ñColumbaò, the Latin word for a compartmented 

house where doves, the symbol of Godôs Spirit, 

come to roost.  In modern usage, a columbarium 

is a consecrated structure created on church 

property for the interment of the deceasedôs 

ashes.  

 

Early Church Tradition  

There is no more fitting place for the final resting 

place of a Christian than a columbarium on his 

or her church grounds. In early America, the 

church was the center of life and many of us visit 

the graves of our forbearers in the cemeteries 

beside the church where they were taken as 

children, professed their faith, married, and 

served until their death. 

Cremation or Burial?  

Choosing burial or cremation is a very         

personal decision.  The wishes of close family 

members and friends should be considered 

because they will live with the decision and 

with the memories of the loved one. 

Billy Graham wrote, ñAt the resurrection it will 

not make any difference whether a personôs 

body has been buried or cremated. . .The new 

body of a Christian will be a  radically changed 

and glorified body like the body of the exalted 

Christ. It will be an eternal, spiritual body 

never again to experience weakness, disease, 

suffering or death.ò   

 ...bringing our loved ones back to the church where they belong.         

Tony Hoffman,           

columbarium member,  

coordinated construction 

What is the Cost Comparisons?  

The Columbarium Approach .   

Each niche may accommodate two urns and 

costs $1000 per niche. The name of the deceased 

and dates of birth and death will be engraved on 

the granite niche covers at no additional cost. 

Also, the use of other church facilities, such as 

Maresh Hall for a reception following the memorial 

service, are available without charge. The cost for  

cremation services (approximately $1,000 per  

person) varies with Funeral Homes. Therefore, 

your columbarium cost for everything will be about 

$3,000 for two people.  

The Cemetery -Burial Approach.  

If you choose to use the casket-cemetery-burial 

approach,  the costs for two people will be        

significantly higher than the columbarium.         

Although prices vary, for the cemetery-burial     

approach in San Antonio, a low cost burial is    

approximately $8,000 per person ($16,000 for 2 

people) and the average cost  is approximately 

$20,000 per person ($40,000 for 2 people).   
 Church custodian, Ramiro 

Hernandez and sons donated 

the beautiful landscaping 

Beautiful. Peaceful. Our Church.  

Many prefer a columbarium because, like one 

man said, ñIt seems right to have our loved 

onesô final resting place at church where they 

belong. We love it.ò 

 

 


